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Workshops for Public Library 
Board Members 


The Idaho State Library has re- 
scheduled the three two-day re- 
gional workshops for public library 
board members to March 1959. The 
first will be held at Coeur d’Alene 
March 6-7, 1959, for the board 
members of the Panhandle area, 
Grangeville to the North; the sec- 
ond at Boise, March 10-11, 1959, for 
those in the Southwestern part of 
the State; and the third at Poca- 
tello, March 13-14, 1959 for those in 
the Southeastern part of the State. 
Weather conditions and unavail- 
ability of speakers caused us to 
make this change. 

These trustees workshops are 
planned to answer the _ specific 
problems of the library board mem- 
ber. Material presented will be those 
problems indicated by board mem- 
bers who have submitted their 
problems in a questionnaire. From 
the returns, it appears that the 
problems generally group them- 
selves as follows: qualifications of 
board members; their appointment 


and tenure; the duties of library 
board members; the relationship of 
the library board to city or county 
government; library board organiz- 
ation; conduct of library board 
meetings; and assuring proper fi- 
nancial support for public libraries. 


Wevery much hope that each board 
member will be able to participate 
in the workshop in his area of the 
State. Please plan to bring also any 
ideas and suggestions which you 
have that may be useful to other 
library board members. We believe 
that your ideas and suggestions 
will be invaluable to others, since 
we anticipate that everyone will 
participate in making the work- 
shops practical and useful. 


Additional information and in- 
structions regarding these work- 
shops will be sent to each Idaho 
board member at a later date. 


MAKE PLANS NOW to attend 
the trustees workshop in your area! 


IL 
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Read Widely—Read Well 


By TurRNER 


Why do we read? What do we 
read? How do we read? Answers to 
these questions can pretty well de- 
scribe us, sight unseen. 


The other day an Idaho man was 
saying: “As a boy back in Iowa I 
read everything I could get my 
hands on. My father was a Metho- 
dist minister; we didn’t have a large 
library but perhaps a selective one. 
Anyway I well remember how I 
pored over ‘Ridpath’s History of the 
World.’ Months and miles later, in 
the College of Idaho, history became 
my major . . . Now, because I have 
little spare time I always take a 
book along when I have to travel, 
as a way to catch up on my read- 
ing.” 


That man was Idaho’s Governor 
Robert E. Smylie. Incidentally, he 
has the gift of expression—a felic- 
ity with words — as anyone who 
reads his original proclamations 
may realize. 


Governor Smylie’s immediate pre- 
decessor in office, Len B. Jordan, 
was also a voracious reader — and 
still is. As a business man, ranch 
owner and a national figure he 
crowds wide reading into a busy 
schedule. There would be the Wall 
Street Journal, the news-sheets, the 
magazines of special interest—and 
books. 


“Biographies of worth-while peo- 
ple especially appeal to me,” Mr. 
Jordan says. “People who DO things 
—like General Wedemeyer, for in- 
stance, whom I have met person- 
ally. I enjoy history, geographical 
things, adventure, humor. In short 
—anything but ‘mush’.” (But what 


Faith Turner of Boise is a free- 
lance Idaho writer and photographer. 
She is a Past-President of the Idaho 
Writers’ League. 


aspiring person would get very far 
on “mush?”) 


A broad background of reading 
applies to his wife, Grace Jordan, 
too. Her teaching and writing bear 
witness to this; her successful book 
has been translated into six foreign 
languages. 


Reading is stretching the mind. 
When all the wisdom of the ages is 
available to all of us at negligible 
cost within the covers of books, why 
not live more fully? Even very or- 
dinary people can become quite 
out -of-the-ordinary with extra 
knowledge of the world about them. 
There is so much to learn, and our 
life span so short. 


“A man who has read many bi- 
ographies lived vicariously 
through many lives,” says Harry 
Emerson Fosdick. Such a man 
knows that anything which might 
happen to him has happened be- 
fore to someone else; it gives him a 
better perspective. A good biogra- 
phy is like a window through which 
we may look at a whole life, not 
a moment of it when his picture is 
taken. A nonreader may have his 
impression of George Washington 
fixed by his likeness on a two-cent 
postage stamp or a dollar bill, and 
think of him as pretty stiff and 
stuffy, missing entirely how a good 
biographer can make him alive ... 
and immortal. It is the same with 
present-day world figures ... and 
world understanding. 


History and geography are almost 
inseparable. Here in Idaho it would 
add to our patriotism to know the 
story back of such places as the 
Lolo Trail, Lewiston, Massacre 
Rocks, Lemhi, Roosevelt, Silver City 
—and a hundred others. 


Idaho’s best known writer, Vardis 
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Fisher, not only reads innumerable 
books for research but supplements 
his information first hand—as for 
his “Tale of Valor” by retracing ev- 
ery foot of the Idaho journey of 
Lewis and Clark. 

Without background reading how 
could one appreciate not only his- 
toric spots but the familiar things 
at hand? If you plant a Ginkgo 
tree wouldn’t it be more interest- 
ing to know its almost legendary 
story of being a living fossil from 
the family tree of the redwoods? 
If you wonder how Krushchev has 
strayed from Marxism, why not 
read the philosophy of Kar] Marx? 
Hitler told us what he intended to 
do in his book; how many of us 
read Mein Kampf? Do you know 
the principle of rockets? (Well, 
school boys seem to!) 

Public libraries and bookshops are 
no longer mausoleums of knowl- 
edge. If modern they are delightful 
places to browse, with friendly help 
in finding what we want to know. 
If it is recreation we desire, all the 
stories that have delighted man for 
centuries are available. Whether our 
favorite protagonist is Jonah or 
Sherlock Holmes or Perry Mason, 
he’s easily reached by way of the 


printed page and no commercials, 
either. Whether it’s Tolstoy or 
Faulkner or Joyce or Hemingway 
or Sandburg or Douglas or Christie 
or who ... it’s there for you. 


HOW do you read? When you 
have time—or do you make time? 
If we read 15 minutes a day—at the 
average rate of 300 words a min- 
ute—sometime every day, we could 
read a million-and-a-half words, or 
TWENTY BOOKS a year. We could 
prop a book in front of us while 
we are eating lunch (dieticians and 
wives might not approve of that), 
we could read a quarter of an hour 
before going to sleep at night, we 
could read during those irritating 
moments of waiting on someone or 
something, we could tuck a pocket 
edition in our pocket while travel- 
ing, as Governor Smylie and others 
do. Books are not demanding. We 
can stop anywhere, anytime, and 
resume at our pleasure. They are 
rewarding. 


The trouble is—fewer than half 
of us ever read books, strange as it 
may seem. And there aren’t enough 
libraries to go ’round. But both 
these facts can be remedied if we 
go about it the right way. 


The Elks Magazine, October 1958, 
has an excellent article by Stanley 
Frank, “$156,000,000 Is Not Enough.” 
This article deals with expenditures 
for public libraries in the United 
States and says that the money be- 
ing spent on public libraries is only 
about one-third that required to 
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provide minimum standards of com- 
munity service. It further points 
out the unlimited educational op- 
portunities provided by our public 
libraries. 

It is recommended that library 
board members, particularly, read 
this stimulating article. 


s 


Idaho's Special Libraries 


By Reva NEARHOOD 


Those of us who watched in some 
uneasiness as television addiction 
and the grocery store book market 
made inroads on library circulation 
are now reassured and_ secure. 
Books are here to stay. 


The limitation of the sponsored 
television program and the mass 
circulation paper-bounds make the 
usefulness of the organized library 
collection more self-evident than 
ever. Justification for our existence 
lies in the services we can provide 
which are not duplicated elsewhere. 

In addition to the conventional 
school and public library resources, 
Idaho has several special libraries 
whose content and function is little 
known outside their own walls. In- 
formation on the resources of these 
libraries may not come amiss on 
your next tough reference question. 


Are you aware, for instance, that 
the State Historical Society, 610 
Parkway Drive, Boise, has a histor- 
ical and genealogical collection in- 
cluding clippings, manuscripts, and 
newspaper files back to the 1860’s 
and that it is also the State Ar- 
chives of Idaho? It is probably the 
strongest, certainly one of the two 
or three strongest, Idaho history 
libraries in the state. It is used by 
graduate students, visiting scholars, 
engineers, newspaper men and gen- 
ealogical material—and is willing to 
loan. 


The Idaho State Law Library is 
also a _tax-supported institution. 
The last appropriation, $31,000 for 
the biennium, allocated $10,100 for 
salaries, $18,000 for printing the 
Idaho Reports and for purchasing 


Miss Reva Nearhood has served as 
Librarian of the Veterans Administra- 
tion Center, Boise, for the past ten 
years. Her previous library experience 
included college and army library 
work. 


books, journals, and reviews. The 
Clerk of the Court is the Head Li- 
brarian and he has a Chief As- 
sistant Librarian and an Assistant 
Librarian. The Supreme Court 
Judges are the controlling body. 


The collection includes 50,000 vol- 
umes in the main library, 30,000 
volumes in storage, subscriptions to 
twelve law reviews and journals. 
Back files for the Harvard Law Re- 
view and the National Tax Journal 
are complete. Other files lack early 
numbers. It is a Library of Con- 
gress Depository Library and orders 
selected government publications. It 
is the repository also for the pub- 
lications of the University of Idaho 
School of Mines and Geology. The 
clientele includes personnel from 
all departments of the state govern- 
ment, lawyers, research people, stu- 
dents, and the general public. Use 
of the material is geographically 
limited however; i.e. the State Law 
Library, adhering to the advice of 
Polonius, is neither a borrower nor 
a lender. 


The interest of the Idaho State 
Board of Health in the education of 
the lay public is demonstrated by 
their library program. A film and 
pamphlet library is maintained 
primarily for its usefulness in dis- 
seminating public health informa- 
tion. The library is supervised by 
the head of the Health Education 
services and its income is budgeted 
from state appropriated funds. 
Without the conventional appurt- 
enances of library operation, or per- 
haps because of a highly efficient 
brain-cell filing system, the latest 
report on problems in the fields of 
public health seems always to be 
immediately available. 

Mountain Home Air Force Base 
maintains a library for the use of 
military personnel and their fami- 
lies. In addition to the sort of books 
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(9,800) and magazines (76 subscrip- 
tions) you would expect to find in 
a library catering to the needs of a 
general reading public, there is some 
material on strictly military sub- 
jects. It borrows and is willing to 
loan its materials through other li- 
braries. The administrative re- 
sponsibility for maintaining the li- 
brary is assigned to the Base Li- 
brarian, who is professionally train- 
ed. In addition to the librarian 
there is one part-time clerical as- 
sistant and two airmen who work 
off-duty time evenings and week- 
ends. Financial support comes from 
the U. S. Department of Defense 
appropriations and from local non- 
appropriated funds. In 1957 $1,575 
was spent on books and $7,650 on 
salaries. 


The libraries at the Veterans Ad- 
ministration Center are directed by 
a professionally trained librarian. 
The patients library provides bed- 
side service to the hospitalized vet- 
eran with considerable emphasis on 
therapeutic reading. Unexpected 
resources include current issues of 
newspapers from about fifty Idaho 
towns, a book stock top-heavy with 
Zane Grey and western history, 
more than the usual number of 
United States war and regimental 
histories, and two copies of the 
complete file of STARS and 
STRIPES. Mechanical aids such as 
ceiling projectors and prism glasses 
for the physically handicapped are 
also available. 


The Medical Library, a small, ex- 
tremely useful collection in clinical 
medicine, is used as much by local 
physicians as it is by the Veterans 
Administration Center staff. Peri- 
odical indices, photostats, and in- 
terlibrary loans, make the complete 
field of medicine in print available 
even in the remotest reaches of 
Idaho. The library loans _ books, 
journals, and pamphlets, and could 
function scarcely half as well with- 
out borrowing. 


The service for both libraries 


costs approximately $8,000 per an- 
num. 


The most extensive and the most 
highly specialized of all of Idaho’s 
special libraries is the National Re- 
actor Testing Station Technical] Li- 
brary, P.O. Box 1259, Idaho Falls. 
The library is maintained for the 
use of atomic scientists, research 
men, engineers, metallurgists, man- 
agement, and nonprofessional per- 
sonnel. Their special fields of inter- 
est are supplied by 8,000 books, sub- 
scriptions to 530 journals (450 
titles), back files of 2,000 bound vol- 
umes including complete runs of 
some of the more important atomic 
energy, chemistry, and physics jour- 
nals, and 110,000 Atomic Energy 
Commission research and develop- 
ment reports. 


The library is administered by the 
Librarian, the Chief of Technical 
Information and a library Commit- 
tee. The staff of fourteen includes 
two professionally trained librar- 
ians, three section heads, and nine 
clerical assistants. The operation is 
supported by tax appropriated 
funds, Even though their collection 
is so extensive, the library borrows 
from other libraries, principally 
from large college and universities 
in the West. They willingly loan 
but have few requests. 


No reply was received from sev- 
eral organizations to whom letters 
of inquiry were mailed, although we 
have reason to believe that Potlatch 
Forest Industries or J. R. Simplot 
Co., for example, have research li- 
braries. Possibly their reply would 
have been in essence what we re- 
ceived from Caxton Printers: “We 
have the usual publisher’s editorial 
reference library, but it is for the 
use of our editorial staff and is not 
open to anyone else.” 


Most newspapers have libraries 
and customarily answer the gentle 
reader’s questions from sources at 
hand rather than suggesting that 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Civic-Minded Idahoans 
Replace Andrew Carnegie 


By Joun W. BorpEN 
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Back in the early part of the 
twentieth century, it was possible 
to look to the late Andrew Carnegie 
or Carnegie Corporation of New 
York for aid in obtaining a public 
library building. There happens to 
be at least five of them in Idaho. 
It is interesting to note Mr. Car- 
negie donated a sum amounting to 
$41,233,853.00 to help establish some 
1,681 public libraries in the United 
States out of a total of 7,477 in op- 
eration. Carnegie funds are no long- 
er available for this purpose, and 
according to word from Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, it is not 
probable that grants for this pur- 
pose will again be made. What is 


Mr. John Borden is Librarian of 
the Pocatello Public Library. Prior io 
coming to Pocatello he had public 
and college library experience in 
North Dakota. 


going to happen to the small com- 
munity in sparsely-populated states 
such as Idaho that needs and wants 
new or improved library facilities? 


In Idaho, as far back as 1901, the 
State Legislature had passed en- 
abling legislation so that cities and 
villages might establish public li- 
braries, and that same law, as 
amended, provided that cities and 
villages might “levy a sum not to 
exceed three mills on the dollar of 
taxable property of such city or 
village.” In 1955, the Idaho State 
Legislature passed a library district 
enabling law setting up machinery 
for the formation of library dis- 
tricts. Under this law, several com- 
munities, too small individually to 
finance a library, could band to- 
gether and with their combined val- 
uation receive sufficient funds to 
finance a free public library. A levy 
up to two mills was authorized un- 
der the library district plan. 


Another helpful piece of federai 
legislation became law on June 19, 
1956, and is known as the Library 
Services Act. This Act provided that 
matching funds would be available 
to those states which could pro- 
vide a similar amount of money 
through action of their state legis- 
latures. The money was to be used 
solely for the extension of rural 
library service, and buildings or land 
could not be purchased with these 
funds. However, the funds could be 
used for such items as paying a li- 
brarian’s salary so that the library 
might be open for a longer period 
of time, lights and heat for the li- 
brary building to make it comfort- 
able for the librarian and prospect- 
ive patrons, and, of course, who- 
ever has enough money to buy all 
the books he would like to have in 
his library, here was a partial an- 
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swer to that question. Libraries that 
formerly could afford to remain 
open only a couple of hours a day 
and only one or two days a week, 
might now stay open four or five 
hours a day and four or five or even 
six days each week. Think of the 
additional service this was to give 
to the residents of areas taking ad- 
vantage of the Library Services Act. 
This still did not answer the ques- 
tion of those communities which 
had outgrown their original li- 
brary building, either due to in- 
creased population in the com- 
munity or an expanded book collec- 
tion over the years. 


I would like to tell you how two 
Idaho communities solved this prob- 
lem of improved library facilities. 
Both of these communities obtained 
new quarters for their libraries by 
different means. One community 
was fortunate in having a modern 
“Carnegie” in their midst, the other 
community took advantage of the 
above-mentioned legislation. 


First, I would like to discuss the 
new public library at Rupert. This 
library had its origin back in 1913, 
being started by a _ civic-minded 
woman, Mrs. Dana Templin, with 
just 500 volumes. Later, the Rupert 
Woman’s Club took over manage- 
ment of the library for a two-year 
period. pe 


In 1918, the Rupert City Council 
saw fit to levy, under legislation 
mentioned above, a tax of one and 
a half mills for the support of the 
library. From the date of its found- 
ing until 1938, when it finally found 
“permanent quarters” in the Civic 
Building, the Rupert Library had 
moved numerous times, and once 
was nearly destroyed by fire, had it 
not been for the efforts of the Fire 
Chief and members of the com- 
munity, both young and old. 


An effort had been made at one 
time to obtain a Carnegie Library 
building for Rupert, but due to some 
technicalities, this was never ac- 


complished. A modern “Carnegie” 
was to appear in that community 
in the person of Mr. A. C. DeMary. 
His interests in the Rupert Public 
Library spanned a number of years. 
His first gift, according to the rec- 
ord, was made together with a Dr. 
Kenagy and consisted of tables and 
chairs for the children’s section of 
the library. Later, Mr. DeMary do- 
nated a twelve-volume set of the 
Smithsonian Institution to the li- 
brary. Numerous others have also 
made donations to the Rupert li- 
brary, for instance two civic-minded 
clubs, the Culture Club and the 
Rupert Woman’s Club, donated a 
$75.00 desk and a book case; while 
numerous residents have’ given 
books. 


Mr. DeMary’s final gift to the li- 
brary in Rupert was the splendid 
building it now occupies at the 
corner of 7th and E Street, after 
having had five “homes” during the 
past 45 years. He had the pleasure 
of seeing his dream of a new li- 
brary for Rupert come to fruition 
before his passing. He donated the 
sum of $40,000.00 for the erection, 
but not the furnishing of a new li- 
brary building, and the lots were 
purchased from the Moose Lodge. 
With its furnishings, books, etc., the 
cost of the library came to over 
$45,000.00. It was designed by Mr. 
Alvin A. Gabrielson of Alameda, 
and was officially opened on March 
16, 1958, the first day of National 
Library Week, with Mr. DeMary 
present for the ceremonies. What 
a fitting way to celebrate Library 
Week! The library’s name was 
changed officially to the DeMary 
Memorial Library. 


After years of climbing stairs, 
patrons of the Rupert Library could 
now make use of this wonderful 
new library building on just one 
level. On entering the building, I 
found myself in a large hall in 
which is located the nerve-center 
of all libraries, the circulation desk. 
Along the right side of the building 
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are located three spacious, cozy 
rooms. One is for adult patrons, one 
for the exclusive use of teen-agers, 
a very good idea for any public li- 
brary, and the third room for the 
use of children who have not yet 
reached their teens. The item that 
caught my eye in the rooms for 
adults and for teen-agers was that 
each was equipped with a fireplace 
to give it that “homey” touch. 
Further on down the hall was space 
for expansion and storage, and be- 
hind the circulation desk, was a 
room for the librarian’s use. At the 
rear of the building there is room 
for expansion should the need arise. 
The Library has more than 14,000 
volumes in its collection and recent- 


ly reported a circulation of 13,141° 


volumes during the year. 


At the present time, the library 
at Rupert is financed by a two mill 
levy on local taxpayers, while rural 
patrons pay a fee of $1.50 for six 
months or $2.00 per year for a fam- 
ily membership which entitles each 
member of that family, of school 
age or older, to a card. The library 
is open from 12 o’clock noon to 
8:00 p.m. six days a week, being 
closed on Sundays. Mrs. Nina Grace 
is the present librarian, and the 
board of trustees is composed of the 
following persons: Mr. Henry Brea- 
zeal, chairman; Mrs. Louise Cul- 
bertson; Mrs. H. C. Creason, Miss 
Clara Colwell, Mrs. A. F. Beymer, 
and Dr. R. C. Phillips. Mrs, Creason 
has been a board member since 1936. 


Since the passing of Mr. DeMary, 
the Rupert Library Board has re- 
ceived an additional $9,000.00, and 
an additional sum is to be obtained 
from the estate at a later date. Ru- 
pert was fortunate, indeed, to have 
a resident such as Mr. DeMary to 
provide them with such a splendid 
’ building, but numerous others do- 
nated to the furnishing of the li- 
brary and provided it with that 
most essential item, books. 


The other community I am writ- 
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ing about was not fortunate enough 
to have a modern “Carnegie” as a 
resident, but residents of that com- 
munity did take advantage of leg- 
islation mentioned previously, and 
among other “firsts” became the 
first area in Idaho to establish a 
library district. You may have 
guessed the name of the community, 
as it has received state-wide pub- 
licity for its activity in library work. 
I refer to the Grace Free Library 
District. This library is located in a 
city of about 800 population. It was 
started back in 1940, when a group 
of women formed a service club, 
calling themselves the Grace Lit- 
erary Club, They took as their main 
objective, the formation of a library, 
and probably due to such a worthy 
objective, the membership of the 
club jumped from a charter mem- 
bership of 25 to 95 in just a short 
while. The club’s first step was to 
provide 175 books for children in 
elementary school. The library had 
its “home” in private dwellings, the 
mezzanine of the dry goods store, 
and on the shelves of the school li- 
brary. It was, in a sense, always on 
the move like the library in Rupert. 


In 1952, however, the Farm Loan 
building was made available and 
Mrs. Frank Taylor became the first 
librarian. The building was obtained 
without cost, and the club members 
scrubbed and redecorated the place 
and installed book shelves, and the 
Grace Library now had its first 
real “home.” Mrs. Taylor was hired 
for two days a week, and the chil- 
dren of the area flocked to use the 
new library. 


In Spring of 1955, the residents of 
Grace took advantage of the legis- 
lation allowing the formation of li- 
brary districts. The district was 
formed from the Third Commis- 
sioners District of Caribou County 
and contains some 2,000 people. The 
evaluation of the district is about 
$4,250,000.00, and the one-mill tax 
levied by the district’s board of 
trustees brings in around $4,250.00 
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a year for the maintenance of the 
library. Having already established 
their library district, the first one 
in all of Idaho, Grace Free Library 
District was all set to participate 
in the federal aid program under 
the Library Services Act, and re- 
ceived an initial sum under the 
matching funds plan of $1,557 in 
February, 1958. 


Fortunately, the thrifty and far- 
seeing members of the Grace Li- 
brary Board of Trustees had set 
aside a certain sum of money each 
* year for a larger library building, 
and now was the time to act. The 
Board purchased a one-story home 
right on the main street of Grace 
in the heart of the business district 
for just $5,000.00, the sum that had 
been accumulated over the years in 
their building fund. Here is an in- 
stance in which local enterprise 
was wedded to national legislation, 
resulting in modern library facili- 
ties for the residents of the Grace 
Free Library District. The residents 
of the library district provided the 
present modern home for the li- 
brary and matching funds provided 
under the Library Services Act pro- 
vided the books, equipment, lighting 
fixtures, and remodeling, and help- 
ed to pay a better salary to the 
librarian, thus allowing the library 


Grace Free Public Library 
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to keep open on a longer schedule 
each week. From its former sched- 
ule of only being open two days a 
week, the Grace Library is now 
open five days a week. Hours on 
Tuesdays are from 12 noon to 5:00 
p.m. and on Wednesday through 
Saturday each week from 2:00 p.m. 
until 6:00 p.m., and closed on Sun- 
days and Mondays. 


I was much impressed by the 
“homey” atmosphere of the Grace 
library building instead of the us- 
ual formal type of structure we 
think of as a library. On climbing 
just five small steps to the doorway, 
I noticed that a book drop had been 
installed for the use of patrons in 
returning books during hours that 
the library was not open, Upon en- 
tering the building I was impressed 
by the abundance of light and the 
spaciousness of the place. In the 
former living room, is located the 
“nerve-center” of the library, the 
circulation desk. I found the present 
librarian Mrs. Alice Sorensen seated 
at the desk checking out some books 
to a juvenile patron. Their circula- 
tion desk is not the formal or of- 
ficial type, but it is new and serves 
the purpose well enough for a small 
library. This room also contains a 
collection of phonograph records, 
and shelving for some of the latest 
books. 


To the right of the “living room” 
is located the reference room which 
formerly was probably a front bed- 
room. It was nice and light in there 
due to the two or three windows to 
be found therein. Inlaid linoleum 
covered the floor of the reference 
room while the front room still 
made use of the wall-to-wall car- 
peting that came with the house. 
Passing under an archway that 
divided this room from the former 
dining room, I found myself in the 
section of the library devoted to 
books for teen-agers and for adults, 
each of these groups having their 
own separate sections of shelving. 


To the right of the adult-teen-age 


room was another former bedroom 
which now houses the children’s 
books. I noticed that the floor in 
this room also had been equipped 
with inlaid linoleum as well as with 
tables and chairs for its young pat- 
rons. Last, but far from least, the 
former kitchen which is at the end 
of the building, now serves as the 
work room for the librarian. Mrs. 
Sorensen mentioned that she does 
all of the library work herself, and 
occasionally, even does some of the 
cleaning. As the library is equip- 
ped with gas heat, a full-time cus- 
todian is not needed, and in the 
summer months a schoolboy is hired 
to take care of the lawn. The Grace 
Library contains around 3,000 vol- 
umes and recently reported a cir- 
culation of 6,300 over a year’s time. 


While the idea for a library in 
Grace was due to the Grace Liter- 
ary Club, the present library pro- 
gram is due also to the efforts of 
one man in the community, Mr. 
L. H. Merriam, a retired postmaster, 
who practically single-handed ob- 
tained the required signatures on 
the petition needed to place the li- 
brary district issue on the ballot, 
and then electioneered with the 
help of the Literary Club for the 
Library District until it won out. 
For his efforts Mr. Merriam was 
nominated, in April, 1958, for the 
outstanding library trustee in the 
United States for 1957. In addition 
to his work for library districts in 
various communities in Idaho, Mr. 
Merriam worked to effect a change 
in the Enabling Act to permit local 
library boards to handle tax money 
directly. In addition to Mr. Mer- 
riam, who is Board Chairman, the 
other members of the Grace Free 
Library District’s Board of Trustees 
include: Mrs. Gwen Stalker, Mrs. 
Charlotte Peterson, Mrs. Peggy 
Smith, and Mr. Rex Whitehead. 


Here we have found two reasons 
to have faith in the future of pub- 
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lic libraries in Idaho, for though we 
no longer have Carnegie funds 
available to help erect new library 
buildings, we still have in each com- 
munity, often waiting to be discov- 
ered, men of means like Mr. De- 
Mary who can finance a new struc- 
ture practically alone, and who 
stated, “It has always been my aim 
in life to do something for the li- 
brary;” and men like Mr. Merriam 
who have the time, the energy, and 
the willingness to see a job through 
to completion. 


Other areas of Idaho are com- 
pleting or have completed modern 
facilities for their public libraries, 
such as Burley and Ketchum-Sun 
Valley, and a future article will deal 
with these welcome additions to the 
library picture. 

IL 


Idaho’s Special Libraries 
(Continued from pase 6) 
gentle reader contact his own pub- 
licly-supported library. However, 
when I asked the charming tele- 
phone voice at the other end of the 
line if there was a library in one 
well-known newspaper office, it re- 
plied with a laudable lack of ped- 

antry, “Gee, not that I know of.” 


The Idaho State Department of 
Commerce and Development will 
accommodate you from its library 
of promotional and informational 
material. The Boise Chamber of 
Commerce has a large collection of 
city directories available to the 
public, and almost any organiza- 
tion—American Cancer Society, Na- 
tional Tuberculosis Association, the 
Agricultural Extension Service—is 
worth a try when it comes to find- 
ing extraordinary information. 


And if you should ask me “Will 
I get an annoyed refusal for re- 
quests for information from these 
out-of-the-ordinary places?” the 
answer is “Gee, not that I know 
of.” 


| 
| 
| 


The Minnesota Institute on 
Undergraduate Library Education 


By T. Bess AND M. GUENTHER 


An Institute on Undergraduate 
Library Education was held October 
31 and November 1, 1958, on the 
campus of the University of Minne- 
sota with the Minnesota Library 
Association, the Library Division of 
the Minnesota Department of Edu- 
cation, and the Minnesota Associa- 

‘tion of School Libraries as co- 
sponsors. Sixty-five colleges and 
universities from 19 states were 
represented at the Minneapolis 
meeting, including faculty members 
from eight graduate schools; 113 
persons plus 14 speakers attended. 
The authors of this article were 
present, Mrs. Bess as the repre- 
sentative of the Idaho State Library 
Board and Miss Guenther repre- 
senting the Idaho State Library 
Association. 


The purpose of the Institute was 
to provide an opportunity to discuss 
the content and objectives of un- 
dergraduate courses in library sci- 
ence and standards upon which to 
base these courses, so that they 
may eventually be articulated with 
the curricula of graduate library 


Mrs. Olive Bess is a member of the 
Idaho State Library Board, and for- 
merly Librarian of the College of 
Idaho. Miss Martha Guenther is As- 
sistant Librarian, Idaho State College. 
This article serves as an excellent 
postscript to Martha Guenther'’s ar- 
ticle on library education in the Oc- 
tober 1958 IDAHO LIBRARIAN. 

Full proceedings of the Minnesota 
Institute will be available under the 
title “Undergraduate Library Educa- 
tion,” edited by David K. Berning- 
hausen, director of the Minnesota 
Library School, by January 10. They 
are to be ordered from the Nicholson 
Bookstore, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis 14. The price will be 
two dollars. 


schools. “The Standards and Guide 
for Undergraduate Library Science 
Programs,” compiled by a subcom- 
mittee of the American Library As- 
sociation’s Committee on Accredit- 
ation (often called COA), published 
in the ALA Bulletin for October, 
1958, were the basis for discussion. 

The group was welcomed by David 
K. Berninghausen, director of the 
University of Minnesota Library 
School. Wesley Simonton, professor 
of library science at Minnesota, 
sketched briefly the history of li- 
brary education with its present 
emphasis upon the graduate school 
curriculum and tendency to require 
undergraduate courses as prerequi- 
sites. He threw out for discussion a 
number of questions, such as — 
should the undergraduate program 


include general or _ specialized 
courses; should these courses be 
terminal; and just what are the 


needs of libraries for workers. The 
new “Standards” indicate general 
and nonterminal courses. 


Lauretta McCusker, a member of 
the above mentioned subcommittee 
and assistant professor of library 
science at Iowa State Teachers Col- 
lege, discussed patterns and objec- 
tives of present library science pro- 
grams as given in undergraduate 
institutions. She pointed out that 
there is a great variation in the 
subject content and the number of 
hours required for these courses, 
most of them being planned to 
meet the requirements of state 
boards of education, accrediting 
agencies, and certification require- 
ments for the training of school li- 
brarians. 


In a recent survey the U.S. Office 
of Education found that 563 insti- 
tutions of higher learning offer 
courses in library science. Of this 


number 29 are graduate library 
schools accredited by the American 
Library Association. In 391 institu- 
tions, the curricula varied from 6 to 
24 hours of undergraduate course 
offerings. It seems most important 
that standards be adopted to bring 
about enough uniformity so that 
the undergraduate pattern will con- 
form with that of the graduate 
school. At present 19 graduate li- 
brary schools require undergrad- 
uate courses, usually 15 semester 
hours, as prerequisites before can- 
didates are accepted for graduate 
study, and these schools offer such 
courses. Some of the 19 graduate 
schools will admit students by ex- 
amination; but, because of the vari- 
ation in subject matter given in 
other colleges and universities, pro- 
spective graduate students are ad- 
vised to get syllabi from graduate 
schools in which they are interest- 
ed as outlines for study to supple- 
ment courses they have taken. 


Margaret Rufsvold, past chairman 
of the COA, discussed the Stand- 
ards and Guide which will be pre- 
sented to the ALA Council for adop- 
tion at its February meeting. Rob- 
ert Gitler, Executive Secretary of 
the ALA Division of Library Edu- 
cation and Secretary of COA, ex- 
plained the role of COA as an ac- 
crediting agency for professional 
graduate library schools. He outlin- 
ed the possible part that regional 
accrediting agencies will have in 
the accrediting of undergraduate 
courses in library science if the 
new standards are used as criteria 
for approving such courses in lib- 
eral arts colleges. Library science 
courses of teacher training institu- 
tions and education departments in 
liberal arts colleges which are affili- 
ated with the National Council for 
the Accreditation of Teacher Edu- 
cation will be accredited by NCATE 
using its supplementary Guide pre- 
pared by the ALA subcommittee. 
Mr. Gitler expressed the opinion 
that not all colleges need feel oblig- 
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ed to give courses in library sci- 
ence. 


Answering the question as to why 
more undergraduate programs do 
not provide for training in public 
library work, the answer was that 
the demand for school librarians is 
greater. Erana Stadler, Librarian 
of the Free Public Library, Owa- 
tonna, Minnesota, pointed out that 
small libraries are losing ground 
in employing professional people. 
Libraries in communities serving 
a population under 15,000 regret- 
fully are having to lower standards 
because budgets will not allow for 
the employment of professional li- 
brarians. Miss Stadler was a mem- 
ber of a panel discussing “The Em- 
ployer Considers Library Educa- 
tion.” She felt that a good four- 
year undergraduate program in- 
cluding possibly 15 semester hours 
of library science, might be the 
answer and would provide small 
public libraries with adequately 
trained personnel. This may be Ida- 
ho’s answer, also, to the question 
of how to provide librarians with 
the training to administer small li- 
baries, public or school, and as- 
sistants in large and college li- 
braries. 


Some conclusions drawn from the 
Institute by the authors of this ar- 
ticle are: (1) the recommendations 
in the October 1958, IDAHO LI- 
BRARIAN article on library edu- 
cation were sound; (2) articulation 
of undergraduate library science 
courses with one or more specific 
graduate library schools will be the 
most certain way of smoothing the 
path to graduate library work; (3) 
the mere existence of good courses 
in library science will result in re- 
cruiting; (4) some colleges will not 
be able to provide special teachers 
for library education, and some feel 
that library specialists teaching 
part-time may be better-qualified 
than full-time teachers covering 
several fields; (5) some colleges may 

(Continued on page 19) 
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A. L. A. News 


By M. ALA Councilor 


The most important single activi- 
ty associated with the American Li- 
brary Association, which should 
concern every member of our As- 
sociation and, in fact, every Idaho 
Librarian, is what will hapen this 
year to the Federal Library Services 
Act budget. 


Shortly after the 86th Congress 
convenes on January 7, President 
Eisenhower’s budget message will 
be released, and until then we will 
not know definitely what funds are 
being recommended for the fourth 
fiscal year of the Library Services 
Act (July 1, 1959—June 30, 1960). 
Recent releases from the White 
House are significant, however, and 
indicate that “substantial cuts” 
have been made by the Budget 
Bureau in the requests of the De- 
partments in ‘a more _ intensive 
budget-cutting drive’ than usual. A 
Washington Post article states that 
‘The agencies to get hurt first and 
most by a Federal economy wave 


are, after Defense, Dr. Arthur 
Flemming’s Health, Education, and 
Welfare Department .. .’ Funds for 


the Library Services Act are part 
of the appropriations bill for the 
Department of Labor, Health, Edu- 
cation, and Welfare. 


It is clear, then, that we must 
begin now to seek strong Congres- 
sional support for the full authoriz- 
ation for the Library Services Act 
program, $7,500,000. It will take con- 
certed effort by librarians, trustees 
and friends of libraries to get ade- 
quate support for this important 
program which is now in full swing 
and is in need of increased aid and 
not curtailment. 


Now is the time to write or talk to 
Senators Dworshak and Church, 
and Representatives Pfost and 
Budge. All of them have indicated 
an interest in the Library Services 
Act and its great contribution to 
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improving library services in Idaho. 
You have been informed of the 
great financial contribution made 
in the past several years through 
the Federal grants under this Act. 
You certainly know that, without 
the Federal funds, we would never 
have had the kind of state-wide li- 
brary program that has been in 
full progress since September, 1957. 
Unless a close approach is made to 
the seven and a half million dollars 
that was approved by Congress for 
each year of the five-year program, 
Idaho will once again fall behind 
in its attempt to provide a reason- 
able amount of state-wide library 
service. 


In the forthcoming American Li- 
brary Association Midwinter meet- 
ing in Chicago January 27-31, sev- 
eral matters will be discussed and 
perhaps settled which should con- 
cern Idahoans. The new standards 
for school libraries will be present- 
ed, as they have been prepared by 
a joint committee of the American 
Association of School Libraries and 
the National Education Association. 
Also, at this meeting, standards for 
small college libraries will be under 
final discussion before being offered 
to the entire membership of the 
Association of College and Research 
Libraries. A session on “Library 
Legislation — Practical Aspects of 
Getting Bills Passed” will be held 
on Tuesday, January 27 under the 
auspices of the Federal Relations 
Committee. 


On many fronts, ALA is doing all 
it can to help groups of librarians 
and individual members of our As- 
sociation throughout the country. 
Don’t forget to send in your mem- 
bership to the undersigned or di- 
rectly to ALA at 50 East Huron 
Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. Latest 
figures show that Idaho now has 


(Continued on page 19) 
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National Defense Education Act 
of 1958 


By Miss ELEANOR E. AHLERS 


School libraries and librarians 
may receive benefits from the Na- 
tional Defense Education Act, es- 
pecially through Title III, if re- 
quests are given high priority in the 
project which the school system 
submits to the State Department of 
Public Instruction. Federal funds 
will be expended solely for projects 
approved by the State Education 
Agency for the acquisition of lab- 
oratory and other special equip- 
ment (including audio-visual ma- 
terials and equipment and printed 
materials, but excluding textbooks) 
suitable for use in providing edu- 
cation in science, mathematics and 
modern foreign languages in public 
elementary and secondary schools 
(including junior colleges when 
they are part of the state system of 
secondary education); and _ for 
minor remodeling of laboratory or 
space used for such equipment. The 
Commissioner will also allot funds 
directly to private nonprofit ele- 
mentary and secondary schools. 


You as school librarians have the 
opportunity to build up collections 
of printed and audio-visual mater- 
ials in the areas of science, mathe- 
matics and modern foreign lan- 
guages through the provisions of 
Title III. You also have the chance 
through Title V to build up collec- 
tions of materials in the guidance 
and counseling programs in second- 
ary schools. Through the provisions 
of Title VIII funds may be expend- 
ed for materials for vocational ed- 
ucation programs. You may be able 
to do minor remodeling in library 
quarters to accommodate additional 


Miss Eleanor E. Ahlers is Executive 
Secretary of the American Association 
of School Librarians, a division of 
the American Library Association. 
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materials or equipment to be used 
in the subject areas named. 


School librarians should do the 
following in regard to State plan: 


1. Plan with the subject area 
teachers involved, and with admin- 
istrators, the needs of your library 
materials, collections, equipment 
and minor remodeling. Be sure that 
these requests are given priority, 
sent to the State Department of 
Public Instruction and included in 
State plans. 


2. In states where there are no 
existing or adequate standards 
(which are required in all State 
plans) for materials and equipment, 
offer assistance through State as- 
sociations of school librarians in 
setting up such standards. 


3. Urge personnel in the State 
Department of Education to improve 
the collection of data about school 
libraries and disseminate this in- 
formation, as provided in Title X. 


4. In addition, school librarians 
should initiate recommendations 
and make suggestions to individ- 
uals, groups, organizations and 
public or private agencies for se- 
curing grants for projects of re- 
search and experimentation in more 
effective use of TV, radio, motion 
pictures and related media for edu- 
cational purposes as these may af- 


fect elementary and _ secondary 
school libraries (Title VII). 
IL 


Mr. Brooks A. Jenkins, Librarian, 
Willamette University, Salem, Ore., 
announces that there will be a 
meeting of the Northwest college li- 
brarians at Willamette University 
on Saturday, April 11, 1959. He 
hopes that Idaho college librarians 
will be able to attend. —————IL 


The 1958 Picture of Idaho Libraries 


Analysis of 1958 statistics of Idaho public libraries, collected, compiled 
and edited by Alberta G. Titus 


An analysis of library statistics in 
Idaho reveals the following facts: 


—Of the forty-eight states, Idaho 
ranks 46th in terms of per cap- 
ita expenditure for public li- 
brary service. 


—Idaho library expenditure per 
person is less than one-fourth 
that of its neighboring states— 
Oregon, Washington, and Wy- 
oming. 


—More than half of the popula- 
tion of Idaho (50.9%), as com- 
pared with an average of one- 
fifth of the United States as a 
whole, is without direct library 
service of any kind. About 70% 
of the population have inade- 
quate library service. 


—The nine largest public libraries 
of Idaho, in cities in excess of 
10,000 population, serve 29% of 
the population, receive 67.6% 
of library funds, and loan 66% 
of the books circulated. 


—Of the existing 75 Idaho public 
libraries, 39 libraries report an 
annual income of less than 
$2,000; 16 libraries report an 
annual income of less than $500. 


—Returns from the statistical 
questionnaires this year have 
been especially gratifying with 
75 libraries sending in statis- 
tics as compared with 60 li- 
braries reporting in 1957 and 57 
the previous year. 


A further comparison of statistics 
for the libraries reporting brings 
out the following facts: 


Mrs. Alberta G. Titus is Extension 
Librarian of the Idaho State Library. 
Prior to coming to her present posi- 
tion, she served as Deputy State Li- 
brarian of Wyoming. 
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—29,822 books were added; there 
was a net increase of 8,790 books. 

—123,244 more books were circu- 
lated or an increase of more 
than 9%. 


—Expenditures increased by $22,- 
260.31; 37 libraries increased ex- 
penditures, 17 decreased them, 
and one remained the same. 


—6 libraries increased the num- 
ber of hours open; 10 curtailed 
the time open to the public. 


—Average per capita expenditures 
for reporting libraries was 97¢ 
If the library costs are com- 
puted for the state as a whole 
it amounts to a cost of 62¢ per 
person. 


—23 libraries make a charge to 
nonresident borrowers. These 
charges range from 10¢ to $5.00 
per family. 


These statistics, though sobering, 
are not causes for alarm and dis- 
couragement to those working for 
better libraries for Idaho. They in- 
dicate, however, the long road 
ahead. They provide stark evidence 
of the need for mature and realistic 
planning for Idaho libraries. We 
can be gratified with the gains 
made during 1958. Increased state 
appropriations, federal aid money 
provided under the Library Services 
Act, and better local library support 
will provide the required impetus 
for continued public library devel- 
opment in Idaho. ——— IL 
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TOWN 2s 26 ag 
1,485 4,800 2,500 $ 960.27 $ 1,026.25 12 $ .69 
American Falls .................. fo 5,617 2,703.89 300.80 16 1.23 
Ga 834 3,618 4,710 900.00 900.00 8 1.08 
stan 1,256 A 3,600 1,474.63 1,626.45 12 1.29 
250.00 250.00 3 AT 
5,180 19,661 29,551 10,191.00 9,891.00 54 1.91 
34,393 68,317 262,462 73,660.09 74,858.86 70 2.18 
Bonners Ferry 
(Boundary County) ... 5,908 8,728 11,353 7,329.77 5,246.04 28 89 
ake 2,870 12,396 15,440 3,190.12 3,190.12 15 1.11 
ee 5,924 14,918 44,589 11,367.38 11,196.94 42 1.89 
Eee eee 10,487 27,064 57,404 20,244.17 20,224.17 67 1.93 
eee 943 1,896 2,512 900.00 855.00 8 91 
7128 3,200 3,640 866.75 500.41 16 69 
3,260 8,979 798.67 714.13 10 1.43 
Coeur d’Alene .................... 12,198 25,837 85,601 16,327.00 16,327.00 44 1.34 
1,200 5,500 3,873 1,962.58 1,110.11 9 93 
3,067 4,968.58 3,783.68 20 1.23 
1,425 4,005 3,832 904.81 701.87 11 49 
Ferry 1,515 844.71 844.71 18 56 
he 3,099 9,245 14,067 5.532.96 5,123.54 43 1.65 
cc csiessioniskorwscche 2,000 3,350 6,307 5,684.00 4,178.12 21 2.09 
2,544 5,630 15,000 2,816.00 2,616.00 24 1.03 
ee 520 2,500 242 144.87 130.00 5 25 
4,475 1,221.48 961.72 18 66 
1,411 1,950 1,900 72.00 7200 3 05 
Horseshoe Bend ................ 401 3,044 121 13.00 aoe 
| 19,218 41,357 132,715 51,838.71 48,513.99 72 2.52 
4,523 9,648 19,175 3,558.00 3,558.00 24 79 
4,913 14,900.00 5,629.14 30 1.14 
Ketchum-Sun Valley ...... 157 4,000 J 1,680.00 11 2.22 
Kooskia 629 1,320 260 601.20 601.20 10 96 
Lapwai—High School 480 5,849 ... 2,932.42 2,932.42 37. ...... 
225, 12,985 23,377 57,229 20,405.84 20,405.84 48 1.57 
1,173 6,907 8,431 3,077.94 1,818.52 18 1.55 
760 5,500 1,267 1,215.33 670.52 6 88 
1,810 5,000 9,416 1,133.22 1,136.19 9 63 
2,682 4,753 4,216 632.27 633.93 12 
EEE See 10,593 26,550 43,617 12,025.92 11,310.16 48 1.07 
~ Mountain Home 1,88' 7,411 16,960 5,178.19 5,219.06 34 2.76 
Mullan 2,427 1,329 2,054.82 1,340.72 12 66 
Nampa 46,749 80,810 14,000.00 14,000.00 48 86 
New Plymouth 2.890 4,500 282.40 269.93 7% .29 
Oakley 1.000 200 182.91 85.55 3 13 
Orofino 6,234 23,937 5,194.31 5,192.66 24 63 
2,000 1,500 10.00 8.00 6 01 
Parma 7,490 7,193 2,051.46 1,149.71 24 84 
~ Payette 12,030 17,936 9,700.62 7,204.96 25 1.79 
Pierce 5,436 3,677 2,841.13 2,501.39 22. ...... 
~— Pocatello 55,000 170,782 46,698.99 43,223.94 60 1.65 


a 


1958 IDAHO LIBRAR STATISTICS (Continued) 
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1,069 2,653 3,500 450.00 450.00 8 42 
600 4,171 5,600 833.56 486.91 8 81 
ig ree 4,045 13,126 24,800 7,213.83 6,224.26 54 1.54 
Priest. River ...................... 48.05 48.05 5 03 
Rathdrum 61 130.00 2 21 
Rexburg 8,503 13,778 2,100.00 2,100.00 22% 49 
Richfield 2,508 1,040 378.16 160.74 6 37 
ES rs 12,964 16,409 3,785.76 3,220.27 34% 1.04 
St. Anthony 9,709 14,113 2,205.38 1,348.20 15 50 
10,180 2,000.00 2,000.00 11 90 
7,000 11,597 1,885.00 1,325.00 18 50 
Sandpoint 14,273 13,348 4,230.00 4,185.00 24 98 
3,296 7,319 1,306.26 1,136.55 20 61 
Shoshone 10,552 14,454 2,867.71 2,188.27 21 1.54 
Soda Springs 2,745 5,019 2,542.50 1,542.50 10 1.16 
ie ee 823 3,175 683 45.23 45.23 3 05 
Sugar City (Sugar Salem) 684 5,273 12,000 5,689.72 3,466.31 30 ...... 
531 2,708 1,178 69.82 68.47 2% 13 
17,600 34,699 108,024 41,021.92 34,571.20 68 1.96 
0 ee 3,140 5,848 6,068 2,400.00 3,274.19 26 1.04 
800* 1,235 1,732 63.38 54.86 14 OT 
3,961 18,586 16,291 1,966.36 3,130.04 33 81 
1,483 5,100 4,293 1,084.89 152.72 40 51 
289,354 716,186 1,499,351 $463,360.71 $422,648.56 97.2¢ 
Average 


*These are not included in population totals as they have already been included with the Clearwater 


County total which is given for Orofino. 


ALA News 

(Continuen from page 15) 
71 ALA members, an increase of 
15% since last year. We are now 
just one behind Utah, 11 ahead of 
Montana, and 21 ahead of Wyo- 
ming. 


Details of what ALA is offering 
to you will gladly be made clear, if 
you don’t already know about them, 
if you drop me a post card. 

IL 
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Minnesota Institute 
(Continued from page 14) 

feel obliged to continue teaching 
their present courses, but should 
examine the real need of their 
teaching any courses, if they can 
offer only sub-standard ones; (6) 
Idaho’s first step towards articula- 
tion may be to offer courses cover- 
ing the same ground as correspond- 
ing courses of the Washington, and 
possibly, Denver, Library School; 
(7) Idaho needs to collect statistics 
on the actual numbers and kinds of 
librarians needed in the state; and 
(8) probably under the leadership 
of the State Library, Idaho needs 
to study certification, which was 
discussed incidentally at various 
points in the Institute. — IL 
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ISLA Dues 


Membership renewals for 1959 are now due. Please make checks 
payable to the IDAHO STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION and mail 
to Lois N. Hansen, Treasurer, Boise Junior College Library, Boise, 


Idaho. Dues are as follows: 
For salaries to $1,999 


$2.00 per year 


(This category to include retired librarians, trustees 
and Friends of the Library) 


For Salaries of $2,000 to $2,999 
$3,000 to $3,999 
$4,000 and over 


ee $2.50 per year 


$3.00 per year 


$4.00 per year 


Institutional memberships, including society or business 


firm memberships 


$3.00 per year 


Life memberships 


$40.00 


Please include with your dues your full name (including Mr., Mrs., 
or Miss) the address to which you wish your copy of the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN mailed, and your library position. 


New members are welcome, at the same rates. The Association 
will greatly appreciate your help in contacting prospective new 


members. 


ISLA Constitutional Changes Approved 


Miss Martha Guenther, Chairman 
of the Constitutional Revision Com- 
mittee reported that as a result of 
mail ballot by ISLA members, all 
recommended changes in the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws were ap- 
proved. These changes affected Ar- 


ticles VI and VIII of the Consti- 
tution and Articles I and II of the 
By-Laws. Miss Guenther stated that 
the entire ISLA Constitution is be- 
ing rewritten and duplicated and 
will be made available to each ISLA 
member. 
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President’s Page 


By Artuur L. De VoLpER 


A new year is upon us and from 
all appearances it will be a success- 
ful one — librarywise. With the 
$6,000,000 appropriations assured for 
federal library aid this year, li- 
brarians are looking forward to even 
greater strides in library expansion. 
Recommendations on the state level 
for a full $125,000 for the State Li- 
brary plus matching funds from the 
federal funds as stated above should 
mean much to all of us in Idaho. 


Continued support of the mem- 
bership is gratifying and it is hoped 
that all members and friends of the 
Association will contact the state 
and federal legislators to assure 
the full support of the library pro- 
gram. 

The activities of the various com- 
mittees in preparing for the May 
programs in Boise, Idaho Falls and 
Moscow have been gratifying and 
I am sure a good turnout will be 
present. Mr. Eugene D. Hart’s ac- 
tivities in behalf of National Li- 
brary Week in April are also com- 
ing along very nicely and librarians 
and interested persons are asked to 
do all they can to help to make 
everyone library conscious, 


The membership have my person- 
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al thanks for the support they gave 
to Association officers in accepting 
the changes in the articles and by- 
laws of the Association constitu- 
tion. A report on these changes is 
listed elsewhere. Miss Martha 
Guenther did a good job on the 
constitutional changes and is pre- 
paring a complete revision for dis- 
tribution to the membership. She 
also made a good report, with Olive 
Bess, on the Institute on Under- 
graduate Library Education meet- 
ing at Minnesota Library School 
on October 31 and November 1, tc 
be found also in this issue. 


May all take heed of the coming 
workshops for Public Library Board 
members to be sponsored by the 
State Library in Coeur d’Alene, 
Boise and Pocatello in March. Urge 
your board members to attend. 


Miss Lois Hansen has sent out 
membership blanks for the coming 
year. Your cooperation is asked in 
sending in your dues promptly so 
we can start the new year off in 
good financial standing and have a 
good reserve for the many projects 
that are planned. 


Elsewhere in this issue the statis- 
tical report compiled by the State 
Library will show the progress be- 
ing made in library development in 
Idaho. It will reflect—I am sure— 
the strong influences of an excel- 
lent program emanating from the 
State Library in its effort—with 
the public libraries — to promote 
good library service to all residents 
of the Gem State. 


In reflecting about books and li- 
braries it is sometimes difficult to 
express one’s feelings; consequently, 
I am taking the following quotation 
from Isaac D’Israeli to speak for 
me: 


“Golden volumes; Richest treas- 
ures! 


a 
¥ 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 


The Executive Board of the ISLA 
met in the Twin Falls Public Li- 
brary on October 11, 1958, to outline 
the 1959 budget and to plan the 
May 1959 district meetings, along 
with other business. 


The meeting was called to order 
by President Arthur L. DeVolder. 
Present were: Lee Zimmerman, Li- 
brarian, University of Idaho; Eu- 
gene D. Hart, State Librarian; Mrs. 
Fern Prior, Boise School Libraries 
Supervisor; Eli Oboler, Librarian, 
Idaho State College; Miss Martha 
Guenther, Chairman of the Consti- 
tution Revision Committee; Miss 
Alice McClain, PNLA Representa- 
tive; Miss Lois Hansen, Treasurer, 
and Mrs. Blanche Kurtz, secretary. 


Miss Lois Hansen reported $439.74 
on hand. She was instructed to pay 
the PNLA chapter membership dues 
of $2.00. 


The IDAHO LIBRARIAN now is- 
sued by the State Library was dis- 
cussed and met with unanimous ap- 
proval. 


Eli Oboler mentioned that al- 
though the book exhibitors miss 
the advertising in the LIBRARIAN 
they are satisfied to pay higher 
fees at the ISLA conventions for 
book exhibiting space. 


President Arthur DeVolder read 


President’s Page 

(Continued from page 23) 

Objects of delicious pleasures! 

You my eyes rejoicing please, 

You my hands in raptures seize! 

Brilliant wits and musing sages, 

Lights who beamed through many 
ages 

Left to your conscious leaves their 
story 

And dared to trust you with their 
glory; 

And now their hope of fame 
achieved, 

Dear volumes, you have not de- 
ceived.” —--— IL 
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an invitation extended to him to 
attend the Nevada State Library 
Convention in Elko on October 13 
and 14. The letter was answered 
with regrets that Mr. DeVolder 
would not attend. 


The scholarship problem was dis- 
cussed and postponed until criteria 
are set up by which to define or 
identify recipients; $150.00 was sug- 
gested as the possible amount to be 
awarded, On the problem of li- 
brary improvement, Lee Zimmer- 
man states that “no money” is the 
big stumbling block. 


Mr. Eugene Hart reminded the 
Board that the theme of 1957 ISLA 
district meetings was “Public Rela- 
tions” and suggested that in 1959 
the district meetings be concerned 
with the problems and progress of 
local libraries. Each district should 
work out a program best for its 
problems. Local library progress will 
be stressed. Three themes were sug- 
gested for 1959: 


1. Where are Idaho Libraries 
heading? 


2. Paper-bound books. 
3. Year of the Book. 


“Where are Idaho Libraries Head- 
ed?” was chosen as the central 
theme, statewide. Three district 
meetings will be held on the same 
day, Saturday, May 9, 1959. Hours 
and speakers will be chosen by each 
district chairman and committee. 


1. Boise—Chairman, Miss Marion 
Bingham, 


. Idaho Falls—Chairman, Mrs. 
Dorothy C. Hickey 


. Moscow — Chairman, Mr. Lee 
Zimmerman. 


The maximum budget for expens- 
es for out-of-state or visiting speak- 
ers is set at $150.00, the total for 
all three workshops. The Statewide 
ISLA convention of 1960 was ten- 
tatively set for McCall on May 6 


and 7. Lee Zimmerman will look 
into the possibility of getting pre- 
season rates provided we meet in 
April. 


The tentative and flexible budget 
for the fiscal year June, 1958 
through May, 1959 is as follows: 


Stationery and Postage........ $100.00 
Travel, including out-of- 


350.00 
Miscellaneous 150.00 
$600.00 


Membership dues for 1959 could 
bring in $450.00, according to past 
receipts. 


The report of the Committee on 
Revision of the Idaho Library Laws 
was read. Motion was made by Dor- 
othy Bosselman (Chairman, in ab- 
sentia) and seconded by Eugene 
Hart to accept the report as a study 
guide. Approved by the Board. 


The Library Development Com- 
mittee Report by Marion Bing- 
ham was read by the secretary. 
The report will be published in the 
January issue of the IDAHO LI- 
BRARIAN. Eli Oboler made the 
motion to accept the report of the 
Development Committee with the 
understanding that the committee 
recommendations be implemented 
as far as possible at the district 
meetings. Alice McClain seconded 
the motion and it was unanimously 
accepted. 


Chairman DeVolder read a letter 
from the magazine “Horizons” re- 
questing a membership list of ISLA. 
The request was denied on the 


grounds that we do not wish to 
commercialize the list of libraries. 
Board agreed on this policy. 


Mrs. John V. Walker was appoint- 
ed by Chairman DeVolder as State 
Chairman of National Library 
Week, April 12-18, 1959 . 


The Executive Board approved 
several revisions in the Constitution 
and By-Laws, and requested the 
Constitution Revision Committee 
to submit the revisions for mail 
ballot. Fern Prior made the mo- 
tion to accept the constitutional 
revisions for balloting. Seconded by 
Lois Hansen. 


Blanche Kurtz will continue as 
Chairman of the School Section of 
ISLA until election of a new chair- 
man in 1960. 


ISLA’s PNLA representative, Alice 
McClain was given names for com- 
mittee members for PNLA commit- 
tees, by members of the Executive 
Board. 


The Executive Board approved 
recommendations made by _ the 
Committee on Improvement of Li- 
brary Education in Idaho, as rec- 
ommended by Martha Guenther. 
The suggestion is made that these 
recommendations be discussed at 
each of the district meetings. They 
will be printed in the October, 1958 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN. By process 
of evolution the committee will be 
hereinafter known as the “Library 
Education Committee.” 


Meeting adjourned. 


BLANCHE KURTZ, 
Secretary, ISLA 


LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 


As the Pacific Northwest Library 
Association Library Development 
Survey Project was nearing com- 
pletion the Executive Committee 
met in May of 1958 to discuss pos- 
Sibilities for setting up a working 
plan to study implementation of 


recommendations from the Survey. 
Committee members had been asked 
to come prepared with names of 
members of their state library as- 
sociations who had been appointed 
to the state association Library 
Development Committee to submit 


hy 


them for appointment to an inte- 
grated Library Development Com- 
mittee of the PNLA. 


It was the plan that the original 
member of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Survey from each state 
with two other members from each 
state should comprise a large PNLA 
Library Development Committee 
which could coordinate efforts at 
the state and regional levels. The 
Director of the School of Librarian- 
ship at the University of Washing- 
ton, who had served as Chairman 
of the Executive Committee would 
continue as Chairman of the new 
Library Development Committee. 
This plan was presented to the 
President of PNLA at the meeting 
in May, who made the appoint- 
ments with the approval of the 
PNLA Executive Committee and 
recommended continuance of this 
committee to the incoming PNLA 
Executive Board. The plan was 
made official at the Victoria con- 
ference of the PNLA in September 
of 1958 and the newly-organized 
committee held its first meeting 
with the Survey Director, Dr. Mor- 
ton Kroll, and the Assistant Di- 
rector, Mr. Henry Drennan on Sep- 
tember 3, in Victoria. 


Members from ISLA on this re- 
gional committee are Mrs. Maxine 
Slagowski, Librarian of the Idaho 
Falls High School; Miss Marjorie 
Pomeroy, Assistant State Librarian 
of Idaho in Boise, and Miss Marion 
Bingham, Librarian of Boise Public 
Library and formerly Idaho Mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee of 
the project. Mr. Theron Atkinson 
was appointed to the ISLA Com- 
mittee to represent college libraries. 


At the committee meeting in Vic- 
toria committee members were fur- 
nished with mimeographed drafts 
of reports of many but not all of 
the reports of the studies done by 
the Survey Project. The completed 
reports will be published in four 
volumes by the University of Wash- 
ington Press during the spring and 


summer of 1959. The four volumes 
containing the various studies in 
the four main divisions of the proj- 
ect will be as follows: 


Volume I.—The Public Libraries 
of the Pacific Northwest. 


Volume II—Library Service for 
Elementary and Secondary 
Schools of the Pacific North- 
west. 


Volume III—College, University 
and Special Libraries in the 
Pacific Northwest. 


Volume IV—Libraries and Librar- 
ians of the Pacific Northwest. 


Each volume will include studies 
of social, cultural, political, legal 
and economic factors affecting the 
respective type of library. Volume 
IV perhaps needs some further ex- 
planation. It covers various topics 
concerning the region as a whole. 
The Pattern of Natural and Human 
Resources; Intellectual Resources 
in the Region; the Librarian of the 
Northwest; the Children’s Librar- 
ian; Education for Librarianship; 
A Survey of the Pacific Northwest 
Bibliographic Center; and Libraries, 
Librarians, and the Region; Gen- 
eral Conclusions and a Summary of 
the Recommendations. It is planned 
that these volumes will be sold sep- 
arately to those interested in a 
single phase of the Survey. 


It was strongly urged at the meet- 
ing in Victoria that the state as- 
sociations plan their programs at 
their next state or district meetings 
to acquaint their membership with 
the findings of these studies inso- 
far as may be possible and to pre- 
pare the way for the widest use of 
the forthcoming volumes. 


One step has already been taker. 
toward acquainting schoo] librarians 
and administrators with a small 
part of the reports of the school 
library studies. At the invitation of 
the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, State Librarian Eu- 


(Continued on page 28) 
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NEWS FROM THE 
STATE LIBRARY 

Workshops for Idaho public li- 
brary board members have been re- 
scheduled for March, 1959. For an 
announcement regarding these 
workshops, see page 2 of this issue. 

The State Library Board has en- 
tered into contracts with the Bear 
Lake, Nez Perce and Portneuf Li- 
brary districts to extend federal aid 
under the Library Services Act dur- 
ing the year 1959. Federal aid funds 
will be provided to these districts at 
the ratio of $1.00 federal for each 
$1.00 obtained through library dis- 
trict taxes. It is estimated that the 
tax funds to be available to these 
districts are as follows: Bear Lake, 
$4,419; Nez Perce, $8,217, and Port- 
neuf, $12,502. 

The 29th Biennial Report of the 
State Library Board has been pub- 
lished. Copies of this report will be 
sent to a large mailing list. If you 
fail to receive a copy, we will be 
glad to supply one upon request. 

The State Library has prepared 
a new brochure, “Know Your Idaho 
State Library,” detailing the serv- 


Library Development 
Committee Report 
(Continued from page 26) 

gene Hart and your Chairman at- 
tended the meeting in June of the 
Textbook and Improvement of In- 
struction Committee of the State 
Department of Education. In Octo- 
ber, 1958 they attended four of the 
district meetings of the Idaho Edu- 
cation Association to conduct a 
panel discussion of school library 
service and introduce some of the 
recommendations of the Survey in 
regard to the role of the school li- 
brary in the school system, and the 
findings concerning school admin- 
istrator’s concepts of that role. 

MARION BINGHAM, Chm. 

ISLA Library Development 

Committee ——— IL 


ices and resources of the State Li- 
brary. Copies of this brochure will 
be made available upon request. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


BOISE JUNIOR COLLEGE 

The Boise Junior College Library 
has felt the impact of an increased 
enrollment in the college this fall. 
More students are using the library, 
for longer periods during the day, 
than in any previous year. Student 
enrollment in the college has in- 
creased by about 10% over last year; 
but use of the library has increased 
by between 45 and 50%. Circulation 
of books to faculty members, on the 
contrary, has declined slightly, so 
that the over-all increase so far 
is about 43%. 


The librarian has been appointed 
chairman of a newly created com- 
mittee on Buildings and Grounds, 
which has as its first assignment 
the formulation of plans for a new 
library building. 

« 
IDAHO STATE COLLEGE 

Library professional staff mem- 
bers here have begun a new policy 
of auditing (not for credit) college 
classes which it is believed will add 
to necessary professional back- 
grounds. Four of the staff audited 
classes during the Fall semester, in- 
cluding courses in the philosophy 
of religion, geology, scientific Ger- 
man, and the history of music. 


A year-long project aimed at 
clearing out unneeded books and 
consolidating the presently 2-part 
card catalog began in November 
with circulation to the faculty for 
checking of a 96-page list of books 
added to this library before 1930. 
Eventually, about 100 volumes, in- 
cluding multiple copies and obsolete 
and superseded works, will be weed- 
ed out. 

NORTH IDAHO JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 
There has been a substantial in- 
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crease in the Library budget—also 
the gift of close to 200 titles. 


Regular news service is being of- 
fered to the College paper. 


There will be quite an addition to 

the shelving this summer. 
UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO 

Lee Zimmerman reports further 
progress in the cooperative serials 
program between the libraries of 
Washington State College and the 
University of Idaho. Another joint 


- meeting was held on October 6 and 


it was proposed that a Union Serial 
Record be compiled. This record 
will be maintained on specially- 
coded IBM cards. It is planned that 
a printed catalog reproducing in- 
formation appearing on the cards 
would be be printed annually for 
both faculties. 


Mr. Francis A. Langer assumed 
duties as Assistant Librarian, Read- 
ers’ Service, on September 15. He 
succeeds Mr. Edmond Gnoza. Mr. 
Langer has a Master’s degree in 
English from the University of Mi- 
ami and a Master’s degree in Li- 
brary Science from Florida State 
University. He has had library ex- 
perience in Florida and Ohio. 


COUNTIES 
BANNOCK 

The Portneuf Free Library Dis- 
trict, Pocatello, is receiving service 
under a contract with the Pocatello 
Public Library. Mr. John W. Bor- 
den, Pocatello Public librarian, will 
also serve as Chief Administrator of 
Portneuf Free Library District. 
Residents are receiving service at 
the main library and bookmobile 
service throughout the district. Mr. 
Floyd Barber, Chairman of the 
Board, announced that plans were 
nearly complete to open a branch 
library at Alameda. The Alameda 
Kiwanis Club voted to appropriate 
$300 for the purchase of equipment 
or books for the branch library. Two 
young women, who will work in 


the new branch, are undergoing 
training at the Pocatello Public Li- 
brary. 
BEAR LAKE 
Members of the Bear Lake Coun- 
ty Free Library Board were sworn 
in December 3 by T. Jefferson Dun- 
ford, Chairman, Bear Lake County 
Commission. Members of the Board 
are: Mr. Clyde Whitman, Mont- 
pelier, Chairman; Mr. Ralph Rog- 
haar, Paris, Secretary; Mrs. Harold 
Walter, Raymond, Treasurer; Mrs. 
Davis Wallentine, Nounan, and Mr. 
P. J. Wilde, Montpelier. 


The Paris and Montpelier city 
councils turned over to the Board 
the existing library facilities in 
Montpelier and Paris to be operated 
as integral parts of the new County 
library system. 

BINGHAM 

Mrs. Leo Montague, Blackfoot, 
has graciously accepted to serve 
as Bingham County Library Advis- 
or. She was for a number of years 
a member of the Edna Gillespie 
Library Board, and served for three 
years as its Chairman. She is Sec- 
retary of the Farm Bureau. 

MADISON 

Recently, Mr. Darwin Zollinger, 
representing the Madison County 
Free Library Board, asked the Rex- 
burg city council to help in build- 
ing a library building. He informed 
the council that the board desired 
to have a building constructed on 
the city property north of the city 
hall. The Council agreed to cooper- 
ate in every way possible and asked 
the city attorney, Mary Smith Old- 
ham, to investigate and report to 
what extent the city can partici- 
pate. 

NEZ PERCE 

Miss Edythe Sampson, a member 
of the Nez Perce County Free Li- 
brary Board, visited the State ‘Li- 
brary during the week of Decem- 
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ber 15, to prepare a list of books 
and other library materials to be 
acquired for the newly-organized 
Nez Perce County Free Library. It 
is anticipated that the library will 
be located in the Lewiston Orchards 
and will begin operations around 
January 15, 1959. 


Mr. Eugene D. Hart, State Li- 
brarian, met with the Nez Perce 
County Free Library Board at Lew- 
iston December 10, to plan the in- 


itiaticn of county-wide library 
service. 
COMMUNITIES 


BLISS 
“Books on Exhibit,” the traveling 
display of 600 new books was dis- 
played at the Bliss High School 
during the week of December 2. 
This exhibit was sponsored by the 
PTA. 
BOISE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The November issue of LIBRARY 
GEMS carried news of the retire- 
ment of Miss Deborah Davis, Ref- 
erence Librarian at the Boise Pub- 
lic Library for the past eleven years. 
Miss Davis is convalescing at St. 
Luke’s Hospital following a fall at 
her post of duty in which she suf- 
fered a broken hip. 


Miss Davis joined the library staff 
following her retirement from the 
faculty of the History Department 
at the Boise High School and it has 
been the good fortune of the com- 
munity that she elected to embark 
on this second educational career 
of service to Boise’s citizens, young 
and old. She is greatly missed by 
library patrons. 


In filling the vacancy created by 
Miss Davis’ resignation a reorgan- 
ization was effected in the Adult 
Department at the Library. The po- 
sition of Head of Adult Services was 
created to be supervisory over both 
Reference and Circulation Depart- 
ments and to coordinate the work of 
these two departments. The Refer- 


ence Librarian and the Circulation 
Librarian will both be responsible 
to the Head of Adult Services. Mrs. 
Jeannette Pafford, formerly Circu- 
lation Librarian, was appointed to 
this position. Mrs. Pauline Edmison, 
formerly Assistant Reference Li- 
brarian, was appointed Reference 
Librarian; and Miss Judith Mahan, 
formerly Assistant Circulation Li- 
brarian in charge of work with 
Young Adults, was appointed Cir- 
culation Librarian. Miss Mahan will 
continue to be in charge of the pro- 
gram for Young Adults. 


Anyone stepping into the Boys’ 
and Girls’ department of the Public 
Library these days will find a huge 
black bulletin board confronting 
them with the following words writ- 
ten on it, in large brilliant colors— 
READING WITH A PURPOSE! 
Next on the bulletin board is the 
question, ARE YOU INTERESTED 
IN ANY OF THESE SUBJECTS? 
Underneath this question are nine 
different slots listing subjects which 
might be of interest to young read- 
ers. These are changed from time 
to time, so that many interests can 
be covered. Brochures listing the 
books available in the department 
on these subjects are given on re- 
quest at the desk. The program is 
designed primarily to help young 
persons follow their own special in- 
terests and also perhaps create a 
desire for enlarging their interests 
_in other fields. This is a long range 
program, but already the librarians 
are having good results from it. The 
most important being a closer con- 
tact with each young reader. The 
brochures most frequently asked for 
to date are Science, Historical 
novels, Romance and Space Travel. 

BURLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Mrs. Lorena Warnke, librarian, 
says that many children are at- 
tending the weekly Saturday story 
hour. Members of the Toastmistress 
Club conduct the children’s story 
hours. 
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COBALT 

The Cobalt Community Club Li- 
brary recently received a new globe 
donated by the Cobalt Volunteer 
Firemen. 

IDAHO FALLS PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

Mrs, Dorothy C. Hickey, librarian, 
recently announced that the Idaho 
Falls Public Library has discontin- 
ued renewing books by telephone. 
Telephone renewals had reached 
such proportions that they were af- 
fecting service rendered to library 
patrons. 

She reported also the addition of 
several new reference volumes in- 
cluding up-to-date year books, di- 
rectories, atlases, handbooks and 
encyclopedias. 

MERIDIAN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Meridian Public Library an- 
nounced the addition of two new 
board members: Mrs. B. L. McNeff, 
Secretary and Mrs. Lee Mosman. 
Other members of the board are 
Mrs. Francis Veach, Chairman; 
Mrs. D. T. Howell, Treasurer, and 
Mrs. Roy Goodwin. 

MOUNTAIN HOME 
CARNEGIE LIBRARY 

The Silver Tea celebration of the 
Golden Anniversary of the Carnegie 
Library on November 16 was very 
successful, The Mountain Home 
Civic Club was in charge of the tea. 
The hostesses wore dresses of 50 
years ago and decorations carried 
out the theme. 

Mrs. J. D. Sullivan, librarian, an- 
nounced that Gaylord charging 
would be introduced at the library 
effective January 1, 1959. 

PAYETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mrs. Ruth Inskeep, librarian, 
writes an interesting book column 
“Know Your Library” regularly in 
the Payette Independent - Enter- 
prise. She lists the recent book ad- 
ditions to the library with excellent 
reviews. 


POCATELLO PUBLIC LIBRARY 

John W. Borden, librarian, re- 
ports an increase in circulation of 
2,534 volumes during November, 
1958, over November, 1957; 19,699 
volumes being circulated during 
November of this year as against 
17,165 during November 1957. Some 
12,265 patrons made use of the li- 
brary's facilities during November, 
and a total of 917 new borrowers 
were registered during the month. 
Of these 250 were adult borrowers 
and the remainder juvenile bor- 
rowers. 

In addition to serving residents of 
Pocatello and the Portneuf Free Li- 
brary District, the library serves 
patients at the St. Anthony Mercy 
Hospital and at the Bannock Me- 
morial Hospital. The library also 
serves patrons who pay a nonresi- 
dent membership fee and who live 
at or near Downey, Inkom, McCam- 
mon, American Falls, Mackay, Lava 
Hot Springs, Blackfoot, Arbon, and 
Aberdeen. 

RIGBY HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 

The Rigby High School Library is 
being used very effectively by the 
students and teachers. Not only are 
there individuals who use the li- 
brary very frequently but there are 
also many class units. The teachers 
of Rigby High School are contribut- 
ing to the list of new books to be 
ordered and are requiring that more 
books be read by the students. 

SHOSHONE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Members of the Civic Club are 
making improvements at the Sho- 
shone Public Library, using paint 
brushes and typewriters. The li- 
brary is being cleaned, painted and 
re-arranged. Some of the furniture 
and other equipment was also re- 
painted. Members of the Civic Club 
are also assisting in re-cataloging 
the book collection. 

Miss Marjorie Pomeroy and Mrs. 
Alberta Titus of the State Library, 
spent two days assisting the mem- 
bers to initiate the re-cataloging 
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TWIN FALLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Current circulation reports show 
increases over the same period last 
year. Newspaper and radio-TV re- 
leases do account for some of the 
stimulation of interest as well as 
close work with the schools. 

Displays of new and _ selected 
books have also helped to stir the 
imagination of readers; and the at- 
tendance of story hours by an av- 
erage of 75 youngsters each week- 
end has been gratifying. Guest 
story hour speakers with special 
programs stimulated our 
youngsters to returning every Sat- 
urday. Miss Dorothy Evans, chil- 
dren’s librarian, received some ex- 
cellent ideas from her workshop 
this past summer in Seattle. 

Mrs. Gayle Salisbury and Mrs. 
Arthur L. DeVolder attended the 
Workshop session in Boise. 

Arthur L. DeVolder, librarian, 
gave talks to several groups includ- 
ing the Washington Pre-School 
PTA, Women of the Moose and the 
Presbyterian Women’s Club. He 
also made two TV appearances. The 
library was also a feature on a 
KLIX-etorial. 

Policy changes included raising 
the book fines from two to three 
cents a day; and the book and 
record rentals from two to five cents 
a day, as well as raising the non- 
resident fee from $2.50 to $3.50 ef- 
fective January 2, 1959. 

The Board also authorized the ad- 
dition of a half-time library clerk 
effective January 2, 1959 and a 
study on the cost of opening a room 
in the basement of the library for 
a “Youth Room.” 

A new arrangement for new 
books and book display facilities 
utilized by backing old wooden 
bookcases with peg-board has re- 
ceived favorable comments from our 
patrons. It also has increased read- 
ing space as the double-faced shelv- 
ing was moved to another location 
to make way for two reading tables 
thereby increasing our reading serv- 
ice capacity. 
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Mrs. Hester Devenport, librarian 
of Bonneville Senior High School 
Library, reports that the student 
librarians busied themselves for ten 
days dressing up the new library in 
a festive manner for Christmas. 
They were encouraged to use their 
own original ideas. Consequently 
the Book Display Table was adorn- 
ed with color, musical notes, and a 
sprig of spruce pine, with a Christ- 
mas Carol on each side. 

SCHOOL LIBRARY FILM 

A 16mm film, “Planning a School 
Library” will be found to be most 
useful to school administrators and 
school librarians in planning the 
physical layout and equipment of 
school libraries. This film is avail- 
able from Remington Rand Division 
Sperry Rand Corporation, 315 4th 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. It has a 
running time of 23 minutes and is 
available on free loan from the 
corporation. 

IL 
Excerpt from a letter received at 
the State Library: 

“If you haven’t what I have listed 

you pick out something. You’ve 

always been a good picker for 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
WORKSHOP FOR LIBRARIANS 

There will be a workshop held at 
the Brigham Young University for 
school and public librarians July 
13-17. 

Mary Peacock Douglas, nationally 
known specialist and supervisor of 
school libraries in the state of North 
Carolina, will direct the workshop. 
Topics to be considered will be (1) 
library and faculty cooperation, (2) 
the student library assistart, (3) li- 
brary instruction, (4) handling of 
nonbook materials, (5) displays and 
publicity. 

For further information, write to 
Mrs. Hattie M. Knight 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 
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